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| 1 KING X. 9. 


Becauſe the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, 


therefore made he thee ng, to do judg- 
ment and juſtice. 


Solomon, when he ruled over 1/rae/ 
1 the fear of God, and his Kingdom: Sam. xxiii. 


was eftabliſhed iſhed greatly.- 


T2 words were addreſſed to 


We need not En .. 


employ our reffections upon the hiſtory, 


which — them: we need not en- 
ter into the reaſons of the peculiar Provi- 
dence, which God exerciſed over the Jews; 


or the ſpecial appointment of So/omon to 


the throne of David his father. The 
words convey a general propoſition, full of 
Inſtruction ; and correſpond to that Provi- 
dence, by which! all Kings reign, and all po, vii. . 
Princes deevis fuffice. They are not ſurely 
unworthy the attention either of the Prince 
4141001. Or 


Jam. i. 17. 
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or of the people; and may well claim our 
regard on this Solemnity, which affords 
ample matter for our beft affectiomꝭ to work 
upon; which calls for our devouteſt thanks 
to the giver of every good gift, for the 
bleſiings we already enjoy; and raiſes in 
us a confident expectation of the continu- 
ance © and Increaſe of them. 2 


Ga = 
L aan vSNSISTE 


The words lead us nnd to two im- 
portant truths: 


72 That the great * good Kings 
reign, they are the means, by which God 
bleſſes a people. It is not faid, becauſe 
the Lord loved Solomon, but, becauſe He 


loved Iſrael, therefore made He Solomon 


king. 


2dly : That the duty and end of Royalty 
is, to do n and juſtice. 


The Supreme 8 of the world, 
conſtantly exerciſing his Providence in pro- 
— — 3 
| tio 
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tional creatures, put man under ſtrong ob- 

ligations of neceſſity, convenience and in- 

clination, thereby to draw him into Soci- 

ety ; and left him in the hand of his own Eccleſ. xv.14. 

counſel to reap the benefits of it; to form 

models of government, to enact laws, and 

purſue order, for the peace, ſafety and pub- 

lic good of mankind. For theſe gracious 
urpoſes, all the powers that be, are or- Rom. xii. 1. 

dained of God. When theſe powers are 

ſeparated from the public good, nothing 

can be more unnatural and deſtructive ; 

when united with it, nothing more juſt 

and beneficial : and the true end of civil 

ſociety is then only attained, when the 

people are bleſſed. 


The merit of wiſe and righteous go- 
vernment muſt certainly redound to the 
honour of the perſon who adminiſters it : 
the divine prerogative of communicating 
happineſs and glory to a great people, of 
feeding them with a faithful and true heart, pt i;. 
and ruling them prudently with all his power, 
muſt ſurely fill the mind of a Prince with 
that inward delight and ſatisfaction, that 
attend every act of a conſpicuous and diſ- 
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tinguiſhed virtue; but the general. utility 
is to the people: and however he may 
partake of their fclicity the difficulty, the 
diſquietude, the e ere as upon the 
Prince. 1 a Lads enen une 


ls it a ſmall thing to 1010 Ra reins pa 
government, and direct its courſe, with abi- 
lity and uprightneſs ? Every conſiderate 
man mult be ſenſible of the weight ; and 
every honeſt man will endeavour to ſupport 
the hand, that bears it. Supported and 
aſſiſted it "muſt be in the extenſiye concerns 
of a great kingdom; but the colour, the 
vigour, the conſiſtency; of public conduct 
reſt chiefly upon the Prince himſelf —— 
To be acquainted with the connexions and 
dependencies of power, and to look through 
their force and conſequences ; ; to protect a 
nation from foreign injury, and domeſtic 
diſorder; to execute law, to exerciſe au- 
thority, and ſecure obedience, by an uni- 
form and well-tempered ſcheme of m 


and goodneſs, of truth and faithfulneſs, of 


jute and impartiality; are matters of no 
ordinary {kill and care. Solid principles of 
wiſdom and virtue, enlarged views, a diſ- 

cerning 


at te CORONATION. 
cerning ſpirit, ſtrength and preſence of 
mind, with conſtant application — watch- 
fulneis, are required to keep the ſources 
pure; from whence flow all the benefits 
of civil wenment and order. 


I it a ſmall thing, to ſtand firm in ſo 
elevated a ſituation ? not to give way to 
the ſelf-ſufficiency of power, or the ſecurity 
of eaſe, or the allurements of grandeur, 
which too often pervert even the beſt diſ- 
cg of natural temper, and vitiate the 

t? to be ſuperior to all the tempta- 
tions, which ſo independent a ſtation ſug- 
geſts; and to avoid all the defects that di- 
miniſh a great character, as well as thoſe 
that corrupt a good one ? Whoever 
e, mankind, muſt allow the heart to 

be very-refolute and ſtedfaſt in its integrity, 
which under ſuch trials can purſue its 
courſe invariably. towards the higheſt per- 
fection. 


5 Beſides theſe difficulties, which ariſc 
from the weight of government, and the 


hazard of moving amidſt ſo many fnares ; 
B os other 
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other difficulties may occur in particular 
caſes. To ſucceed to a Prince, whoſe 


Mal. ii. 13. grave was juſt covered with the unfeigned 


tears of his happy and grateful ſubjects; 


| who had long been accuſtomed to love and 


reverence him, as their common father 
and friend: —to ſucceed: to a kingdom 
full of power and riches and honour ; whoſe 


name ſtands foremoſt among the nations, 


and whoſe fame is raiſed to a pitch above 


I Kin. iii. 9. 


the praiſe of former ages: to ſucceed 
with the warmeſt expectations and inclina- 
tions of men of all ranks, intereſts, and 
opinions: -this undoubtedly affords a 
pleaſing proſpect; but at the ſame time it 
calls for all the faculties of an under and 
ing heart to profit by theſe favorable cir- 
cumſtances; to maintain the affections of 


the people, the ſtability of the throne, and 


culty and care; and that the benefit does 


the glory of the Nation. 


Whoever looks through the appearances 
of things, muſt ſee, that even they, who 
are the worthieſt and fitteſt to be inſtructed 
with Royalty, cannot be free from diffi- 


not 
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not accrue ſo much to them, as to the 
community. This is the purpoſe of Pro- 
vidence, thus to extend its bleſſings, and 
this purpoſe is in fact anſwered, in pro- 
portion to the goodneſs of the Prince. 
He bears the weight of government, that 
his ſubjects may live eaſy under it: he 
avails himſelf of the prerogative, and re- 
fiſts the dangers of his exalted ſtation, 
that he may be a living law to them : 
and he exerts himſelf to act up to the 
glory in which he finds his people, that 

their ſecurity, tranquility, and power may 


11 


be fabliſhed, ſtrengthened, ſettled. To per v. 1 


a juſt Prince, the difficulties will be ra- 
ther a ſpur to action than a curb; be- 
cauſe he will be ever warmly animated 
with the love of his country: his mind 
will be free and ſtrong and conſtant, be- 
cauſe it is pure: and he will found his 
dignity in that, in which alone it can 


really confiſt, in fulfilling his duty; in 


doing judgment and juſtice. 


This 
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This is the ſecond conſideration ariſing 
from the words of the Text : Becauſe 
the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, therefore 
made he thee King, TO DO FUDG- 
MENT AND JUSTICE. -. 


The reaſon of things to an attentive 
mind makes it evident, that man cannot 
be ſet up on high above his fellow-crea- 
tures, merely for his own. indulgence, do- 
minion, and advantage. External great- 
neſs, preheminence and honours are in- 


| deed due to all that are in authority, 


and ſhould be maintained : and above all, 
when we look up to the Supreme Head, 
that is ſet upon the throne of a great 
kingdom, we naturally and juſtly pay the 
tribute of the moſt duti 1 1 
and ſhow conſtantly every mark of re- 
ſpect, ſubmiſſion and. veneration to the 
ſacred character. Yet no tribute, which 
a King receives, can be compared to the 
glory which the greatneſs of his own 
mind feels, in doing judgment and juſ- 
He. 


1 
a: the COR QNATION, 
tice,, This is a talent entruſted with a 
Prince, of which he muſt give an ac- 
count: and it is a talent of the nobleſt 
kind, that can be committed into the 


13 


hands of any of the ſons of men; for Rom. xiii. 4. 


he is the miniſter of God for the happi- 
neſs of mankind : and in diſcharging this. 


truſt faithfully, will be his wi/dom, and un- Deut. iv. 6, 


derſtanding, and dignity in the fight of all 


nations. 


This truſt is beſt diſcharged, when thoſe 
principles are cultiyated, from which com- 
eth order and every good work.—To this 
end, a wiſe Prince, for his own as well 
as his people's intereſt, will give public 
honour to pure religion and virtue ; and, 


for their ſupport, to knowledge and ſcience, 


and every thing that is praiſe-worthy.— 
This conduct will give encouragement and 


life to whatſoever TP are true, honeſt, phil. is. 8. 


1ſt, pure, lovely and of good report; will 
125 Jin infidelity =" ccc. in 
awe ; and thwart the ſelfiſh and danger- 
ous deſigns of wicked men. The ſenti- 
ments, the manners, the paſſions, the 
RI 2 28 purſuits 
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purſuits of many will take a right ten- 


dency: and whoever are bound by the 
tie of a well - informed conſcience, will 
preſerve a ſincere reſpect to law, and a 
chearful obedience to government; which, 
without that tie, no authority can com- 
mand, no power can enforce. Such a 
conduct will raiſe the dignity of a Prince; 
will conſtitute the genius, form the cha- 
racter, and fix the credit of a people: 
and ſteadily purſued, will produce hap- 
pineſs beyond this age to the commu- 
* and to the individuals beyond this 
life. + Ohh 


A wiſe Prince will not only cultivate 
thoſe principles, which ſtrengthen the 
bands, by which every ſociety is knit to- 
gether : but he will alſo unalterably ad- 
here to thoſe means, and purſue thoſe 
ends, which ſecure the foundations, and 
promote the benefits of the conſtitution, 
at the head of which he is placed. —If 
this happy lot fall in a country, where the 
Conſtitution in Church and State is found- 
ed upon the principles of purity and free- 


dom ; 
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dom; and juſtly poiſed between the ex- 
tremes of power and liberty: he will find 
himſelf cloathed ' with every degree of 
authority, that a heart well ititehtioned 
cani deſire; and at the liead of à Conſti- 
tution, the beſt formed to convey” peace 
and happineſs to mankind: and it will be 
eaſy to him to male the Jaw the rule of 
his actions; as he meaſures his own inter- 
eſt by that of his people, and his on 
duty by ehe publie good. -A free Con- 
ſticution th numberleſs depending mo- 
tions) which are neceſſary to check - each 
other; and which may be ſometimes 
ſtopped or diſordered by the paſſiöns of 
men git requires therefore early; reſolute 
and uniform vigilance in the adminiſtra- 
tion of government: but tlieſe very checks 
mark out tore diſtinctly the mutual inter- 
> of Prince and people, and neecſſitate 
both te purſdè it, if they are true to thema 
ſelres. . IHucH A Conftitution, the power 
of the Prinee is not abſolute, but ſuffi 
cent ſor every fight purpoſe, 'ant-which 
a pteats and good mind will delight in c 
cc in The obedience” of the people 1 
Ins + the 
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If. lix. 8. 


wile and rightęeons adminiſtration are 


tion. When a Prince acts under an har 
bitual perſwaſion of his 
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the obedience of men, not ſlaves ;: u 


forced: and unfeigned; and therefore: the 
more honpurable, and more acceptable t 
bd, king,: and the temper, Thel fa 
fection, the vigour, which liber ty: inſpires 
will carry the dignity, and-,greatuch: gf. 
Sovereign to a higher pitch, than can he 
attained ., by any an a ne $9» 
Wyn 2770 57 #1 v1 1 bandit Bs 2144 
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When VR ee demandentian, of 


tber by the Prince: perſonal ex- 
ample of love to true religion and te the 
conſtitution, the hopes and, happineſs, of a 
people are built upon tho ſureſt founder 


dependance upon 
God, be gives the ſtrongeſt pledge of tos 
and ſteady conduct towards man. A 
mind —— and A heart well-dife 
poſed, are not-ealily drawn. afide inte tha 


crooked. paths. of  oppreſlign or cunning 
but are rooted and grounded in true p- 


licy, which diſpenſes bleſſings all around. 


A character thus. founded 3n wire 


ſeatter 
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ſcatter away all evil with his eyes, and Prov. xx. 8. 


will not only maintain a decorum in 
manners, ſo eſſential to dignity, but ex- 
act it inſenſibly and yet powerfully from 
others. Enlarged principles of found reli- 
gion will enable him to act with eaſe and 
firmneſs and honour in every occurrence; 
and the efficacy of ſo eminent à pattern 
Na inſinuate atfelf thro all of 

When, to compleat this ' amiable 
— the: love of the Conſtitution is 
known to be implanted in the boſom of a 
Prince; chis ſplrit will diffuſe itſelf thro 
all orders of his ſubjectz, his example will 


his | countenance will ereate emulation in 
every honeſt heart to teat; and the 


ny Nr and * 


ſecure it, his influence will improve it, 


fruit of this conduct will be mutual me 


When Ao Bas Vue woe men, 8 Kii 


his dignity in thus fulfilling his duty 3 * 


God is truly loving unto that nation, m——— 1. 
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When WE rejoyce in making the 
application, let us alſo ſeriouſly.) confider 
the duty we oe to the Al mighty, who, 
hath ſhewn this loving kindneſs to us; and 
the duty we owe to that Prince, Who is 
the inſtrument in the hands of Providenee 
to beſtow: theſe bleſſings upon us. But 
ö the moſt ſignal bounty, of Providence, the 
moſt aſſiduous care and concern of a Prince 
for the publie velfate, cannot make a cor- * 
rupt, a diſſolute, or an abject people hap- | 
If, xxvi. 10. py. Let favour by. ſheived to the wic ted, 
yet will be not learm rifghteouſneſs': in the 
land of uprightne/s will he deal unjuſtly, | 
and will not behold the mercy or the tnaje/ty | 


c 3 
2 * BY , 3 m 


1 Pet, ii. 17. f the Lord. We muſt fear Gad, before 
we can create a confidence, that we Honour : 


the king with a ſteadfaſt heart. It behoves 
us to walk upriglitly in both theſe paths 
of duty, which coincide; and to preſerve 
a conſtant ſenſe of due ſubordination, and 
a right conduct in our reſpective ſtations, 
Conſcience, gratitude, and even ſelf- love 


ſhould prompt us to leflen the weight and 
| heighten 
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heighten, the dignity of the Crown: and 
ſhould incite , us to, co-operate; by all the 
means in our power; to maintain the: cauſe 
of pure religion and virtue, of juſt go- 
vernment and liberty, If we do not,; 
we ſhall deſpiſe and defeat our own hap- 
pineſs; and the bleſſings offered to us will 
vate our — But ſuch 
fears would ill become this day. Let us 
promiſe ourſelves better —̃ x and let 
Our preſent prayers to the moſt High 3 Who Dan. iv. 17. 
1 ruleth in the kingdom of men, be the ſin- 
| cere pledges of, our uniform and hearty 
| endeavours, that the reign of the King 
may be one uninterrupted courſe of feli- 
_ 9: ir- * to * ieee rv U 


"What then ins "hd to ex 3 you? ; 
and what can be more becoming this 
great and ſolemn occaſion, than to offer 
up the moſt fervent ſupplications with one 
mind to Heaven; that the Holy Spirit of 
that God, in whole preſence: — King and 
People are preparing to declare their mu- 
tual mente may pour into their 


. 
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hearts a fincere zeal for each other's hap- 


ineſs, and unite them in the ſtricteſt 

ds of affection ? ny the ſacred Oath, 
which our takes'at the Altar of 
the King of Kings, ever recur to his mind, 
as the genuine intentions of his owh heart! 
May the Homage, which we pay him in 
all truth and faithfulneſs,” be bound upon 
our hearts: — — 
ty, | gratitude and love! and from us, 
may unfeigned loyalty ſpread itfelf thro' 
all ranks, give a right temper to the con- 
duct of all his ſubjeQs, and eſtabliſh his 


Ky ITE May ju/tice' am judgment be 


P{Txxii. 7. 


he habitation ts his tbrone , May 


po truth go before” his face 1 May the Al- 


mighty mark every year with freſh in- 
ſtances: of his goodneſs to Him, and to his 


ple l May every -happineſs of private 
le alleviate the cares of oe i and 


every bleſſing of public proſperity, yea, 
and — of peace be” 2 in bs day ! 
Late may He be called to an heavenly 
crown of eternal glory! And here on 


carth, denen the mercy of the Moſt 


High 
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to theſe kingdoms, long with un- 
fake! luſtre may his Crown flouriſh, un- 
1 ——d of that Wiſdom, in Prov, ili. 16. 

440% e ua are length of days and 


deu, | Amen 
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